ABOUT RESEARCH
Research is Universal, in whatever country you are doing research, it is done in the same manner.

Research is done according to two methods – Qualitative and Quantitative. A mixture of the two is called Triangulation.  Action research is also an option where you repeat applications and improve on it continuously. Then you can also make use of scientific methods, called experimental or quasi-experimental methods.  It all depends on what you are studying, who you are using to assist you to reach a conclusion (your population or sample), as well as the outcomes you require. In all methods, your own opinion does not count, that is why it is called RESEARCH – making use of firstly, the opinions of previous authors and then making use of primary research where you obtain the opinions of the respondents to your interviews or questionnaires.  Your opinion only appears in the conclusion to your study as well as in its recommendations.

The Qualitative method requires one to state the Objectives or aims of the research, then to do a thorough literature review, then to obtain information by making use of interviews and then to obtain a conclusion between these two through narrative reporting.  The population cannot be large due to the time taken up by interviewing.

The Quantitative method requires one to state Hypotheses related to the Objectives of the study.  Firstly a literature review is done, then information is obtained through the use of questionnaires and lastly, the conclusion appears in statistical format, making use of regressions, etc. By making use of this method you make use of a larger population or sample, usually more than 150 who then are giving information on your questions. 

A research essay, such as the one required for the budget speech competition requires that students research the topic.  What needs to be done is called a literature study, because there is no population to be studied.  This type of research only requires students to obtain information from sources previously researched, making use of the Harvard method of referencing – AND THEN – it is called an essay, meaning, after you have obtained the opinions of others, your own opinion is needed (that is the essay part).
Now, since the question posed is not a single question and requires multiple reasonings, no hypothesis can be posed, because for a hypothesis, statistical analysis is necessary.
Ordinarily, an essay consists of an Introduction, Body and Conclusion.

It being a research essay, makes it a bit more complicated.  Firstly it needs Headings and Subheadings which are all numbered, 1., 2., 2.1, 2.2, etc.

Next, in the Introduction, tell your reader what you are addressing and how you are going to address it.  That will be number 1.
In the ‘body’ you will continue with number 2… up to wherever you get.  This should contain a careful analysis of each aspect contained in the question.  Make double sure that you address each and every aspect that you should look into.  Read the question again and again and underline the aspects that you should address. Use resources (books, journals, internet articles) as references and make use of the Harvard method of referencing – at the beginning of a sentence….According to (Surname of author, year of publication: -page number)   (Scott, 2006:90).  Use the commas and full-stops exactly as I have shown.  At the end of a sentence, end off the sentence with (Scott, 2006:90).
Now for the ‘essay’ part – after each section you have addressed, make sure that you give your own opinion about each aspect which should receive attention.

Then for the Conclusion – that will be your last number – you tell your reader what you found in the research or essay, also what recommendations you can offer to improve the issue.
Then you end off with REFERENCES and here you list in alphabetical order all the sources you made use of during your research.  Consult any book in a library to check on the correct way to do this.

This being a literature study written in Essay style, with no respondents or questionnaires to complete, a hypothesis is not needed, seeing you do not address a single issue only.
Thus, make sure to get relevant sources which clearly discuss what is expected from the question posed by the Budget Speech Competition.  Write your essay as uniquely as possible – do not be too theoretical and use many headings found in the references.  Try to think up something original for headings and try to adapt your writing style to not resemble the sources, because this competition is looking for young enquiring minds, and to be able to do that, you have to try to develop your own style. 
