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an undergraduate student from a disadvantaged background, higher education was always a dream that
felt far from my reality. | come from a household where my parents work hard to put food on the table,
but the cost of university registration, tuition, accommodation, books and data is beyond what my
family can afford. Without NSFAS, my dream of obtaining a degree and breaking the cycle of poverty
would have remained just that — a dream.NSFAS is not just financial aid; it is hope. It is the difference
between a young person sitting at home with matric and a young person sitting in a lecture hall
becoming a future teacher, nurse, engineer, or lawyer. For many of us, NSFAS is the only reason we are
able to walk through the gates of a university. My story is a reflection of thousands of students in
townships and rural villages across South Africa who have academic potential but lack financial
resources.Growing up, | witnessed the struggles of unemployment and financial stress in my community.
| saw how lack of education limits opportunities. This motivated me to work hard in high school,
achieving good results despite limited resources — no extra classes, studying with candles during load
shedding, and sharing textbooks. When | received my university acceptance letter, my joy was mixed
with anxiety because | knew my family could not afford the fees. NSFAS answered that prayer. It paid for
my registration, my tuition, provided an allowance for accommodation, food, and learning materials. It
allowed me to focus on my studies instead of worrying about where my next meal would come
from.Being an NSFAS-funded student comes with responsibility. | understand that the money | receive
comes from taxpayers and from a government that believes in investing in youth. Therefore, | do not
take it for granted. | attend all my classes, | work hard to pass all my modules, and | maintain good
academic performance because | know many other students are still waiting for this opportunity. | want
to prove that funding my education is a worthwhile investment.Moreover, NSFAS has taught me
independence and financial discipline. Learning to budget my monthly allowance to cover food,
transport, and toiletries has prepared me for the real world. It has taught me to prioritize needs over
wants.My degree is not just for me. My goal is to graduate and find employment so that | can support
my family, uplift my community, and eventually help another child who is in the position | was in. | want
to be proof that when you educate one child from a poor family, you change the future of an entire
household. In the long term, | aspire to give back through mentorship and community service, and to
pay it forward so that the cycle of poverty is broken permanently.South Africa faces many challenges —
youth unemployment, inequality, and skills shortages. The solution to all these challenges lies in
education. By funding students like me, NSFAS is building a skilled workforce that will drive our economy
forward. An educated youth is an employable youth.In conclusion, NSFAS is more than a bursary
scheme; it is a lifeline, a bridge that connects poverty to possibility, and potential to purpose. | am
ENTRY #93, a proud beneficiary whose life has been transformed by this funding. Given the opportunity,
| will not only complete my qualification but | will use it to make a meaningful contribution to South
Africa. Fund my education, and you are funding the future of this nation.



