UNDERGRADUATE FINALISTS

ESSAY SYNOPSIS

Trade protectionism involves government policies
that restrict imports to promote domestic production
and protect jobs. When poorly executed, these
measures can distort markets, raise prices and
hinder innovation. In her essay, Annabel focuses on
two forms of protection that can be effective when
managed carefully: sector-specific tariffs, which
shield priority industries; and anti-dumping duties,
which counteract imports sold below fair market
value.

The “infant industry” argument is central to the case for
selective protection: without temporary protection,

An na bel Utt I e infant industries risk collapse, and there is continued
y import dependence and missed opportunities for

industrialisation. Africa offers cautionary examples:

. . R Nigeria's once-thriving textile sector collapsed under
Unlver5|ty of the Witwatersrand import surges during liberalisation, while similar
failures occurred in Ghana's tomato and poultry
. sectors, and Kenya's sugar industry.
Q Funding: Parents

However, sector-specific protection can work when
well designed. Beginning in the early 2000s, Malaysia
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inefficiency and threats of retaliation, but these
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resilience of South Africans; | hate that people who could otherwise be

) . By design. However, protection must be temporary,
exceptional are often not presented with opportunities.

performance-linked and part of a broader
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) innovation, infrastructure and industrial upgrading.
start a family.
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