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ESSAY SYNOPSIS

In South Africa, unemployment reached 32.9% in
f\ early 2025. Lwando looks at the key question of
A whether trade protectionism, particularly higher
‘ import tariffs, can support domestic industries and
generate sustainable jobs. Supporters argue that
levelling the playing field will protect and grow local
jobs, while critics caution that higher tariffs will raise
consumer prices, disproportionately affecting low-
income households.

o

g ]

The theoretical case for protectionism rests largely
on the “infant industry” argument: young industries
in developing economies may require temporary
protection so they can grow and eventually compete
Lwa nd o Xha kuva n a globally. However, prolonged or poorly targeted
protection can entrench inefficiencies and reinforce
political interests rather than competitiveness.

Q Unlver5|ty of Fort Hare Experiences in other developing economies illustrate
the potential and the risks of protective policies.

. Brazil's reintroduction of tariffs in its automotive

Q Fundlng: NSFAS sector, intended to boost domestic production

and employment, instead contributed to factory
closures and a sharp decline in jobs. In contrast, China
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